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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
With President Turgut Özal of Turkey
April 28, 1992

The President met with President Turgut
Özal of Turkey today for 30 minutes in the
Oval Office. The discussions included a
number of regional issues, including the sit-
uation in Cyprus, Iraq, the Central Asian
Republics, and the conflict in Bosnia. The
President continues to urge all parties, Serb,
Croat, and Muslim, to lay down their arms

and negotiate their future in peace. Presi-
dent Bush and President Özal called on the
leadership in Belgrade and Zagreb to work
actively with the Izetbegovic government in
Sarajevo to end the violence in Bosnia.

Note: The statement referred to President
Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia.

Remarks at the Annual Republican Congressional Fundraising
Dinner
April 28, 1992

Thank you all very much. Thank you,
Guy, and thank you, Howard Baker, and
thank all of you that made this dinner such
a success. Thank you very, very much.

Let me just say that that is good news.
And I’m very grateful to so many for this
victory. And it’s wonderful to be officially
over the top. But I want to start by thanking
both Dan Quayle and Marilyn, who have
done such a wonderful job out on the cam-
paign trail. And next, I thank all of those
who have helped in so many ways, vol-
unteering their time, their efforts. Barbara
and I want to thank you and all those across
the country who participated in this primary
process to make these 1,105 delegates pos-
sible. Thank you all very much, wherever
you may be.

I know to all it seems the way it does
to Barbara and me: This has been a long
election process. And we’re only halfway
through the journey, halfway to the goal.
But there’s some things I want to say. First,
I have learned a lot in this campaign. I
know better than I did the depth of the
cares and concerns of those who chose to
support us and of those who didn’t. And
lately I’ve been thinking of what we have
in common, all of us who took part on the
Republican side in this contest.

We all believe in America called America.
We all believe the family is at the center

of society and should be at the center of
our thoughts as we make, in Washington,
decisions that affect it. And the fact is, par-
ties, like people, have tendencies. And we
Republicans have believed in and protected
some very important things.

We believe that Government has a place,
but it also has limits on what it can and
should do. Government can’t solve every-
thing. In fact, you always have to make sure
Government doesn’t start problems. We be-
lieve taxes should be small, not big. We be-
lieve those who pay them have rights, and
those who benefit from them have respon-
sibilities.

We believe that whatever the cir-
cumstances, cold war, hot war, relative
calm, or a new age of peace and freedom,
whatever the hand history deals you, there
is one key to a safer, more peaceful world.
And that is an American defense structure
second to none. History has taught us that
lesson, and Republicans always remember.

We believe in common sense. When
something’s broke, you fix it. Tonight so
many of you came here to help me put
an end to the obstruction and abuses of the
Democratic majority in the Congress of the
United States. When Ronald Reagan had
a Republican majority in the Senate, led by
Howard Baker, our great chairman, he
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made Reaganism a policy. He got a lot of
his programs through. And my administra-
tion has put forth good ideas. We have a
great Cabinet, new solutions. Then we’ve
seen them killed by the Democratic major-
ity up there on ‘‘Heartbreak Hill,’’ or worse,
have seen a Democratic leadership that re-
fuses to let the Congress even vote on the
ideas that the voters back in 1988 over-
whelmingly endorsed.

You know, the other day someone asked
me how I could be for change. I said,
‘‘Look, let me put it this way. I’m not out
here trying to assign blame. We’re all in
this together. We must work together.’’ But
I told him, ‘‘Change the Congress, and I
will get the job done.’’ It is that clear. We
need a majority of Republicans in the
House and the Senate. And that is one im-
portant thing that this election year is all
about. And as I survey the scene and listen
to the American people, this could well be
the year. It really could well be the year
we get control of both Houses of Congress.

Finally, we Republicans believe in the old
wisdom, the enduring values, the enduring
social values that we live by as we build
a great Nation: Religious faith, honesty, per-
sonal responsibility, hard work, and merit.
Styles come and go, fads and fashions fade,
but the old enduring values never go out
of style. I really believe that. I believe that
a President with the right ideas, the right
intentions, the right beliefs can get them
through the right kind of Congress. We’re
here tonight because we agree on the big

issues, on the issues that shape the world,
and on the values close to home.

As President, I have made it my mission
to preserve and protect three legacies close
to all our hearts: a world at peace, and we
have a great record to take to the American
people on this; an economy with good jobs,
real opportunity for all Americans, and
things are looking much better for the econ-
omy now; and we must preserve a Nation
of strong families, communities where every
child has someone he can count on, some-
one who calls him by his name. I am very
proud of Barbara Bush and of her loving
concern for the children of this country.

History has taken a turn in the past few
years and given us a wonderful opportunity.
If we apply our good beliefs, our sensible,
heartfelt beliefs to this great opportunity,
then we can say that we will make a con-
tribution to our country, a contribution to
our children’s lives, and a contribution to
history. The stakes are just that high.

One more thing: I intend to win this
thing. I intend to win it, and with your help
we will win it big come November.

Thank you all. And may God bless the
United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. at
the Washington Convention Center. In his
remarks, he referred to Representative Guy
Vander Jagt, chairman of the National Re-
publican Senatorial Committee, who intro-
duced the President, and former Senator
Howard Baker, dinner chairman.

Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony for President Richard von
Weizsäcker of Germany
April 29, 1992

President and Mrs. von Weizsäcker, Min-
ister and Mrs. Genscher, distinguished
members of the German delegation, on be-
half of the American people, let me warmly
welcome you to the United States and to
Washington on this beautiful spring day.
Barbara and I hope you have a productive
and an enjoyable visit, and we’re especially
happy that you’ll spend a few days in our

hometown of Houston, Texas.
Mr. President, your presence doubly hon-

ors us. Not only is this your first state visit
here, but I’m told that it is your first state
visit to any country since the triumphant
reunification one and a half years ago. Your
presence here is testimony to the
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